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Hebrews 10: 32-34 NLT

32 Think back on those early days when you first learned about Christ. Remember 

how you remained faithful even though it meant terrible suffering. 33 Sometimes you 

were exposed to public ridicule and were beaten, and sometimes you helped others 

who were suffering the same things. 34 You suffered along with those who were 

thrown into jail, and when all you owned was taken from you, you accepted it with joy  

you knew there were better things waiting for you that will last forever.



Hebrews 10:35-39 NLT

35 So do not throw away this confident trust in the Lord. Remember the great reward 

it brings you! 36 Patient endurance is what you need now, so that you will continue 

to do God’s will. Then you will receive all that He has promised. 37 “For in just a little 

while, the Coming One will come and not delay. 38 And my righteous ones will live by 

faith. But I will take no pleasure in anyone who turns away.” 39 But we are not like 

those who turn away from God to their own destruction. We are the faithful ones 

whose souls will be saved.



Hebrews 11:1-3 NKJV

1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 2

For by it the elders obtained a good testimony. 3 By faith we understand that the 

worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were not 

made of things which are visible. 



DESCRIPTION OF FAITH

It is:

The substance, assurance, confidence or reality. 

The Greek concept of substance is “a firm foundation, the real being, the actual 

existence (that which takes up space).

In a sense it refers to a “title deed” or a legal document guaranteeing the right to 

possess a property. 



Faith is the substance of things hoped for:

Faith in the word of God is our secure, foundation (it is the substance, the absolute 

confidence) and my reason for expecting to receive what my eyes cannot see (things hoped 

for).

Faith is a legal document, signed by the God who cannot lie, and placed into my 

possession. The document describes things promised that will be delivered. 

This describes a conviction that already takes custody, here and now, that what we hope 

for is what God has promised us in the future. The fact that this text was written to a Jewish 

congregation 2000 years ago means that their future hope has been fulfilled. 

Luke 24: 13-27 – He has redeemed Israel



Evidence of things not seen:

In Romans 8:23 Paul illustrates a principle of hope in that we wait eagerly 

for the redemption of our body, something we don’t currently see as a 

reality. He adds that in hope we have been saved and hope that is seen 

is not hope.  For if it were seen, then there is no more need for hope 

because what we were hoping for would be reality. 

Romans 8:25



Evidence of things not seen, continued:

Similarly, Paul suggests that we can endure momentary light affliction because of 

the weight of glory it produces in us (2 Corinthians 4:17). Anticipating that future 

result, we are looking at things that are not currently seen because the things that 

are not seen are future things, eternal things. 

Working from the same principle, the writer of Hebrews reminds readers that faith is 

“the evidence of things not seen”. The term translated “evidence” refers to an 

argument or a case being made. 



Faith is where I stand on the things I expect while I prove the things I cannot 

see.

Through their faith the people in days of old earned a good reputation.

By faith we understand that the entire universe was formed at God’s 

command, that what we now see did not come from anything that can be 

seen.


