
Union Baptist Church 

Celebrating 112 Years of Service 

The church in the heart of the community with the people of the community in its heart

History Summary 





Order of Worship

Congregational Hymn
Music Ministry

Scripture Readings
Welcome Visitors

Pastoral Remarks

Community Prayer
Fellowship

Announcements

Worship Through Giving
The Message

Invitation to Discipleship

The Benediction

 



We’ve come this far by faith, Leaning on the Lord.
Trusting in His Holy Word, He’s never failed us yet.
Oh, oh-oh-oh can’t turn around
We’ve come this far by faith.

Congregational Hymn

We’ve Come This Far By Faith 

We’ve come this far by faith, Leaning on the Lord.
Trusting in His Holy Word, He’s never failed us yet.
Oh, oh-oh-oh can’t turn around
We’ve come this far by faith.



Old Testament. 
Psalms 40: 1-9

1 I waited patiently for the Lord; and He inclined to me and
heard my cry.

2 He also brought me up out of a horrible pit, out of the miry
clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my steps.

3. He has put a new song in my mouth; Praise to our God; Many
will see it and fear, and will trust in the Lord.

4. Blessed is the man who makes the Lord his trust, And does not
respect the proud, nor such as turn aside to lies.

5. Many, O Lord my God, are your wonderful works which you
have done; and your thoughts towards us cannot be recounted
to you in order; if I would declare and speak of them, they are
more than can be numbered.

6. Sacrifice and offering You did not desire; My ears You have
opened. Burnt offering and sin offering You did not require.

7. Then I said, “Behold I come; In the scroll of the book it is
written of Me.

8. I delight to do Your will, O my God, And Your law is within my
heart.

9. I have proclaimed the good news of righteousness in the great
assembly; Indeed, I do not restrain my lips, O Lord, You Yourself
know.



New Testament

John 9:19-25. NKJV

19. And they asked them, saying, “Is this your son, who you
say was born blind? How then does he now see?

20. His parents answered them and said, “We know that
this is our son, and that he was born blind;

21 but by what means he now sees we do not know, or who
opened his eyes we do not know.  He is of age; ask him.  He
will speak for himself.”

22. His parents said these things because they feared the
Jews, for the Jews had agreed already that if anyone
confessed that He was Christ, he would be put out of the
synagogue.

23. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

24. So they again called the man who was blind, and said
to him, “Give God the glory! We know that this Man is a
sinner.

25. He answered and said, “Whether He is a sinner or not I
do not know.  One thing I know: that though I was blind,
now I see.”



Celebrating 

Union Baptist Church
The church in the heart of the community with the people of the community in it’s heart.

History Summary

In 1912, a mighty vision took root from humble beginnings. Seven faithful
souls, led by the Reverend Willis Coles, gathered together with purpose
and conviction to organize what would become Union Baptist Church.
Reverend Coles served as founding pastor from 1912 to 1916, planting seeds
of faith that would flourish for generations in the Fairview-Greenburgh
area. His pioneering leadership laid the foundation upon which every
chapter of this church's story would be written.

The torch of leadership passed through a succession of faithful
shepherds, each leaving their mark on this beloved congregation.
Reverend Dr. L.W. Hughes answered the call in 1919 and served with
remarkable dedication for 43 years until 1962, shaping the very soul of
Union Baptist Church. Reverend Charles Churn then carried the mantle
from 1964 to 1975, guiding the church through eleven years of continued
growth and ministry. Reverend Robert L. Mason followed, serving
faithfully from 1976 to 1992 and deepening the church's roots in the
Fairview-Greenburgh community.

Since 1994, Reverend Dr. Verlin D. Williams has led Union Baptist Church with
vision and steadfast commitment, carrying forward the rich legacy of those
who came before. For over a century, this church has been the heartbeat of the
community — built on the shoulders of five devoted pastors, sustained by
generations of faithful members, and anchored in a love for God and neighbor.
Today we celebrate the years of service, the lives changed, the burdens lifted,
and the hope that continues to shine.

We thank God for His favor and faithfulness toward the ministries and members
of Union Baptist Church. We are a victorious people, growing, going, and giving
for Christ. Extraordinary people, serving an extraordinary God.



A Legacy of Faith, A Future of Promise

From seven faithful souls who gathered in 1912 to the vibrant and
growing congregation we are today, Union Baptist Church has been a
living testimony of God's grace, mercy, and faithfulness. Every prayer
prayed, every song sung, every life touched, and every burden lifted has
been a thread woven into the beautiful tapestry of this church's story.

We are grateful for the visionary pastors who led with courage and
conviction. We are grateful for the dedicated members who gave their
time, talent, and treasure. We are grateful for a community that has
walked alongside us through every season. And above all, we are
grateful to God, whose hand has guided and guarded this ministry for
more than a century.

The story of Union Baptist Church is still being written. The best chapters
are ahead. As we celebrate this milestone anniversary, we go forward
with faith, with purpose, and with the unshakeable confidence that God
is not finished with us yet.

"Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work
in you will complete it.". Philippians 1:6

Want to know more about our journey?

See the video history on the church website

unionbaptistchurchwp.org

Union Baptist Church — Fairview-Greenburgh
Growing, Going, and Giving for Christ
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